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portance and influence of Western culture to and on the persons
mentioned. Neither the Nawab nor anyone else has disputed
the importance or the influence of Western culture. What is
resented is the sacrifice of Indian or Eastern culture on the altar
of the Western. Even if it could be proved that Western culture
was superior to Eastern, it would be injurious to India as a
whole for her most promising sons and daughters to be brought
up in Western culture and thus become denationalized and torn
from the people.
In my opinion, whatever reaction for the better the persons
named in the extracts had upon the people at large was due to
the extent they retained their Eastern culture in spite of the
adverse influence of the Western. I regard as adverse the in-
fluence of Western culture in this connection in the sense in which
it interfered with the full effect that the best in Eastern culture
might have produced on them. Of myself whilst I have freely
acknowledged my debt to Western culture, I can say that what-
ever service I have been able to render to the nation has been
due entirely to the retention by me of Eastern culture to the ex-
tent it has been possible. I should have been thoroughly useless
to the masses as an Anglicized, denationalized being knowing
little of, caring less for and perhaps even despising their ways,
habits, thoughts and aspirations. It is difficult to estimate the
loss of energy caused to the nation by her children being obliged
to resist the encroachments of a culture which, however good in it-
self, was unsuited for them whilst they had not imbibed and become
rooted in their own.
Examine the question synthetically. Would Chaitanya,
Nanak, Kabir, Tulsidas and a host of other reformers have done
better if they had been attached from their childhood to the most
efficiently managed English schools? Have the men named by
the writer of the article in question done better than these great
reformers ? Would Dayanand have done better if he had become
an M.A. of an Indian university? Where is among the easy-going,
ease-loving, English-speaking rajas and maharajas brought from
their infancy under the influence of Western culture one who
could be named in the same breath as Shivaji who braved all perils
and shared the simple life of his hardy men ? Are they better
rulers than Pratap the intrepid? Are they good specimens of
Western culture, these Neros who are fiddling in London and
Paris whilst their Romes are burning? There is nothing to be
proud of in their culture which has made them foreigners in their
own land and which has taught them to prefer to waste the sub-